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From the President

I love welcoming each New Year with its
promise of new possibilities, new opportunities
to get things right, to make new friends, and to

find new ways to serve our community.
This year we will celebrate our 30th Claudia Naylor,
Anniversary at the July Quarterly Meeting President

with ice cream and cake! Thirty years of serving
as proud advocates for libraries, literacy, and lifelong learning.

This past year we bought picture books (Bear Stays Up, see
below) for our library families, for some of the Little Free Libraries,
for Ferst Readers, and for Isaiah 117 House. We provided funds for
eBooks, periodicals, audiobooks, large print books, and DVDs. As
always, the Friends provided financial and volunteer support for the
UCPL Summer Reading Program and bought new chairs for the
children’s section.

A bequest from Medora Mackinnon, with the help Towns-
Union County Master Gardeners, made it possible to develop a
Butterfly Trail pollinator garden with a beehouse and birdhouse,
plus trees and bushes surrounding the library.

I look forward to partnering with each of you in developing
and executing new ways of identifying opportunities for growth and
service to our library community.

Claudia Naylor

4 Bear Stays Uy ¥
A gift for the Isaiah 117 House A gift From a Friend,
children. gratefully accepts our Medora Mackinnon

donations.
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Calendar
Of
Events

February
Quarterly newsletter
emailed to members

March 3

Read Across America Day
Books presented to children
Community Room

April 14

National Library Workers
Day: Library Staff
Appreciation

April 15: 1:00 pm
Quarterly Meeting
Community Room

May
Quarterly newsletter
emailed to members

All meetings open to
members.

All programs open to the
public.

The Friends Communicator
is published 4 times a year,
following the Quarterly
Membership Meetings.

The publication dates are
February, May, August, and

November.
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Read Across America

e createdin 1998 to inspire children of all ages to make
reading a daily habit.

e March 3 chosen to correspond with Dr. Seuss
birthday

e FOUCL annually gives each family at storytime a
book of their own. Any books left over are given to
Marlene so she can offer them to other children who
visit the library.

e Reading daily in front of our children provides a
model for them to follow as they become adults.

National Library Workers Day

First celebrated in 2004, National Library Workers' Day
recognizes the unique contributions that library workers
make to help people find the information they need for
learning and working, as well as for recreational purposes.

On April 14, FOUCL will recognize our wonderful staff with
small gifts and treats. We invite you to do the same. Take a
moment to thank them for the many ways they help

patrons.

Assist in the computer room
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Marlene Cannon.

Branch Manager

Pub

Marlene and Morgan at the Friends’ Christmas
luncheon at Vincent’s Coppertop Restaurant and

Highlights of the last three months
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Owliver in the library.

e October Spooktacular and Boo Bash—we handed out candy to roughly 4,500 people!

Thanks for all the donations. As you can see, we needed it all!

o November Taylor Swift themed event. “Shakespeare or Swift” kept everyone guessing and

Blinging a book was a crowd favorite.

e 102 people came to our Bluey Christmas and enjoyed the Photo stations, Dance party and

other fun activities.

e Our FRIENDS’ Mascot, Owliver, paid several visits; He was there to hand out books from the

Friends to our children at story time, as well as to greet visitors who came for our successful

book sale in November.

Staff Development Opportunity: Morgan, UCPL assistant branch manager, was selected as one of
the seven scholarship recipients in the state of Georgia which allowed library employees to attend
the annual Library Marketing and Communications Conference. This year, the conference was held

in St. Louis. She was also able to attend a conference in Columbus, GA. Both conferences covered

everything from social media and library signage to crisis management, communication between

Our staff appreciated
the treats from the
Friends at Christmas.

Friends’ mascot,
Owliver, paid a
visit at storytime.
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Friends in Action

Joan Dorogi reads Bear Stays Up
to children at the December
library story time before the

Left to Right: Robert Harford, Lauren
Burgreen, Judy Baldwin, Cathy Dalton,
Jackie Volk, Claudia Naylor and Vera
Coupal, Friends’ members in green
vests, presented special treats and gifts

Keep your eyes open for
Owliver. You never know Friends presented the book to the

where he will show up! children as a gift.

to our library staff at Christmas.

Vincent’s Coppertop Restaurant and Pub Brainstorming meeting in November. Many Friends

provided a festive venue for our Christmas
get-together.

gave their time to plan our direction for 2026.

In November, Cathy Dalton welcomed library visitors to the Friends Bake Sale. Alice McHugh
and Kathy Lawrence received the donated baked goods from our loyal members. Kathy
Lawrence, Mary Ellen Watz, and Jackie Volk were at the ready to help wherever they were
needed. That’s being a Friend!
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FRIENDl1y Faces

(@ )
Whoo's Who
What We Do
Meet Claudia Naylor
Through your
membership and Claudia has lived in Blairsville
donations, FOUCL’s for 10 years, but is new to the
activities support your Friends of Union County Library.
local library by It was an article in the paper that
providing materials and alerted her to the FOUCL.
activities not otherwise “I retired from the Clayton County Library
available through local System at the end of 2008. I spent the next eight
@ funding. years serving various not-for-profits in Clayton
J County both as a hands-on volunteer and as a
Who's Owliver? Board Member to such organizations as Meals on

Wheels, the Rainbow House (like Isaiah House),

Owliver is the Union Count . .
4 and Southern Regional Medical Center.

Library Mascot. He was named

by Friends members many In Blairsville, I became active in my
years ago through a naming local church community. I have loved living in the
contest.

North Georgia Mountains amidst the peace, quiet,
This Wise Old Owl knows... and beauty.

Books are where you can find Ultimately, I began to seek the best way to

anything. serve my community and finally settled on

Books provide entertainment. FOUCL last February. The August emergency

meeting was my first non-medical outing since
Books have the answers to

questions knee replacement surgery in late June. Driving

into the meeting it occurred to me that the stated
Books take you places you may

- need for new leadership in the email meant I
never have a chance to visit.

might need to step up and fill an empty post—I

Bocksiapemiyotnimagination: thought I might just choose Facebook. Hah!
Books make children lifelong Someone asked me why I had volunteered to
learners. become the next President and still feeling a bit
Books challenge us to be better stunned, I answered, ‘Temporary Insanity”

people, develop compassion,
and open our minds.
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More About...

Meet the officers for
2026

From Left to Right:

Jackie Volk, Secretary

Claudia Naylor,

President

Debora Quigley,

Treasurer

Vera Coupal, Vice

President
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Our Business
Sponsors are
so important to
us. FOUCL s
very grateful for
the financial
support
recently
received from
Rick’s Rental.

Vera Coupal presents a
certificate of appreciation
to Judy Baldwin who acted
as Interim President in
2024 and 2025.

Owliver gets around! Recently, he was spotted in front
of the Blairsville sign downtown!

The first quarter Membership Meeting and Potluck was well attended

and those who came were well fed!




