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Friends of Union County Library (FOUCL)

Friends Communicator
Officers

From the President
As President of FOUCL for 2019, I am honored to
be leading a strong organization with an
impressive history. I’d also like to recognize my
supporting team: Recording Secretary Evelyn
Lamar,
Tr eas ur er
Sa ll y
W oodw or t h,
Corresponding Secretary Arlene Gray,
Newsletter Editor Connie Rosenberry, and
Webmaster Robert Harford.
During our planning meeting in November we adopted a new slogan:
Advocating for Libraries, Literacy, and Lifelong Learning. As you
look over this newsletter you will see our programs and events target all
three areas of advocacy. There will be fundraisers earmarked for our local
library, and children’s summer programs and the FERST Foundation. We
will celebrate our wonderful Union County Public Library staff during the
libraries 30th anniversary (February 25) and on National Library Worker’s
Day (April 9). The FOUCL-sponsored programs and events, as well as our
quarterly membership meetings are open to the public. Most months in
2019 offer you an opportunity to participate.

Friends Of Union County
Library (FOUCL)
P.O. Box 1546
Blairsville, GA 30514
www.mountainregional
library.org/foucl.html

I’m excited to announce we will soon be launching our new website. New
member, Robert Harford, volunteered to be our webmaster. We will let you
know as soon as it goes live. Our website will include a calendar of events;
photos; FOUCL historical information; links to partnership sites, and much
more. Our newsletter will be published February, May, August, and
November following each of our quarterly membership meetings. Members
will receive it through email; but it will also be available on our new
website. You can also check out our Facebook page or the Blairsville
Chamber of Commerce calendar for upcoming events and, of course,
members will receive information directly by email or phone.
So now, I invite you to sit back, enjoy reading our
newsletter, decide where your time and talent can
best be used, and come join us soon at a meeting,
program, or event at our library!

1st Quarter 2019

Page 2

Winter Calendar
Feb. 1-Apr. 26
Winter Reading Program
Feb. 12 3-5 PM
Doris Durbin Book Signing
Community Room
Feb. 20 2:00 PM
Local Author Panel Discussion
Community Room

Feb. 25
30th Anniversary of our library
Mar. 20 2:00 PM
Classic Book Trivia Contest
Community Room
Apr. 7-13
National Library Week
Apr. 9 National Library Workers
Day
Apr. 17 2:00 PM
Quarterly FOUCL Membership
Meeting
Apr. 25 4:30 PM
Movie at the Library
Apr. 26
Winter Reading Program ends
All meetings open to membership.
Programs open to the public
Editor’s Note:
The Friends Connector will
be published 4 times a year,
following the Quarterly
Membership Meeting.
The publication
dates will be:
February, May,
August and
November.

What’s Happening!
Local Author Panel Discussion—February 20, 2:00
On February 20, at 2:00 PM, the
Friends will be hosting our first
Local Author Discussion.
Sylvia Dyer Turnage, author of several books including
Flying Off Rattlesnake Mountain, K. D. Bloodworth—Mr.
Perfect.com and the sequel, Mr. Perfect.com: Deadly Friend,
Robert K. Honea—author of several historical fiction novels,
and Doris Durbin—author of The Captain Chronicles, a
trilogy of books, will share their experiences as writers. (For
more about these authors, see page 6)
The public is invited to meet these authors, hear about their
writing experiences, listen to them read from their books, and
participate in a Q & A session. Don’t miss this afternoon
event in Union County Public Library Community Room.

Classic Book Trivia Contest—March 20, 2:00
It’s not Jeopardy. It’s not Wheel of Fortune. It’s not Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire?
It’s our FIRST (annual?) CLASSIC BOOK TRIVIA contest!
If you love to read, hold onto fun facts from the stories,
remember characters…. And carry bits of trivia in
your head, then this is place for you! Come alone, or
bring a few friends. Participants will work in teams
to come up with the answers.

Winter Adult Reading Program:
February 1-April 26
Our Adult Summer Reading Program was
such a success, we decided to follow through on requests for a
Winter one! All are welcome to participate. Rules, Directions
and Reading Forms will be available outside the Friends room
in the library beginning on February 1.
We will finish the program with a winter themed movie in the
Community Room at 4:30 on Thursday, April 25. You can vote
for your choice of movie at the Voting Box outside the Friends
Room in the library.
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Librarian’s Spotlight!
Welcome to Food for Fines February. Overdue fines may be paid with
food during the month of February at Union County Public
Library. Each canned or non-perishable food item with unexpired “usedby” date donated will pay up to $1 in overdue fines. Overdue fines must
have accrued at Union County Public Library. We cannot accept
donations in payment for lost or damaged materials or for services such
as copies or faxes.

December was a busy time and I’ve included some photos from the
performances we had. February will also be a busy month, with lots
happening. The weather may be cold, but we don’t slow down.
We hosted a book signing on January 17th for former FOUCL President
Paula Jean Henry and her book Changed Purpose. On Tuesday, February
12 from 3-5 pm, Doris Durbin will be at the library signing the third book in the
Captain Chronicles Trilogy called The Captain Finds the Key. FOUCL will be hosting.
February 25, 2019 will be Union County Public Library’s 30th Anniversary in its present
location. We plan on having a small celebration on that date.
I’m happy to share a new tutorial series about our library system.
Mountain Regional Library System has produced a new series of
instructional videos about PINES and using your online PINES
account.
They are available for viewership on the library's
YouTube channel. They can be accessed from the MRLS website:
www.mountainregionallibrary.org.
Thank you to FOUCL for your continued support. We have
purchased many books and magazine subscriptions over the
last year using FOUCL money. Each year FOUCL donates
$1000 toward our Summer Reading Program. It may seem
early but Summer Reading Program plans are in full swing.
We’ve already ordered many supplies and have scheduled
several entertainers for the summer. The theme will be “A
Universe of Stories” and center on space.

Page 4

1st Quarter 2019

1st Quarter 2019

Page 5

Owliver’s Friends
What We Do

Who’s Whooo in FOUCL

Through your
membership and
donations,
FOUCL’s
activities
support your
local library by
providing
materials and
activities not
otherwise
available
through local
funding.

Get to know us better! Today’s Who’s Who….
Jackie Volk, President of FOUCL
in 2019, has lived in Blairsville
since 2014, Long time residents in Wisconsin,
she and her husband were looking for a
friendly, temperate, scenic, 4-season location
where they could retire. They found it!
As a child, Jackie spent many hours in the small library two doors
down from her family’s business, thus sealing her love of libraries,
books, and reading. As an adult, she graduated with a degree in
Elementary Education and a minor in Music. Her last 8 years of
employment were in a library.
Jackie is a member of Sharp Memorial United Methodist Church in
Young Harris, where she and her husband share their musical
talents in the choir. She is also the Ring Leader of the handchime
choir. Jackie is a member of Georgia Mountain Writers Club, and
Union Library’s Book Club. In her spare time she enjoys cooking,
baking, entertaining, traveling, writing, and of course, reading.
FOUCL is fortunate to have another dedicated leader taking us into
the future.
Barbara Hale is one of FOUCL’s important
“worker bees’. Barbara is often present at
membership meetings, and participated in the
North Georgia Friends Conference, last year. It
was at the conference that she first heard the idea
of a Christmas Sale. Barbara loves anything that allows people to
repurpose or resell items. Last November, she spearheaded our very
successful “Everything Christmas” Sale.

-

A Georgia native, Barbara remembers having a library card before
she started school. She and her husband moved to Blairsville from
south Georgia in 2004.
Barbara graduated from college with an undergraduate degree in
Social Sciences. Although she worked in Social Services in every
area from children to seniors, she enjoyed counseling the most.
Barbara is an example of the dedicated volunteers that make
FOUCL an important contribution to the community of Blairsville.
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